A case of coagulated haemothorax treated by intrapleural varidase.
Haemothorax can occur as a result of thoracic trauma or following diagnostic or therapeutic pleural aspiration. Early removal of blood from the thoracic cavity is essential to prevent coagulation and fibrin deposition within the pleural cavity. The case described is one in which a large coagulated haemothorax was drained via a standard pleural drain following liquefaction by the use of a proprietary fibrinolytic agent more commonly used in the desloughing of wounds.